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was held by Saluva Govindayya as 'Nayankara1 during the
reign of king Krishnadevaraya in 1517; whereas the same
sima was held by one Ramarajayyadeva rn 1602 during the
reign of Venkatapati Raya64. There are other examples to
prove this. Even during the reign of a single ruler the territory
of an Amaranayaka often changed hands. Thus Rayadurga
- Sima was held by Ramaraju and later Krishnayyaraju who
were not related to each other it makes clear from the
genealogy of these Amararanakas given in the two inscriptions
of the reign of Sadasivaraya65. Since they were tenarrts-at -
will they could at any time be deprived of their holdings and
the same might be transferred to the treasury66.

There were different grades of Amaranayakas. They
derived their power from their armies and resources of
amaram. Some of them had the titles of Mahamandateswara,
Dalavayi and Maharaja67. Even within the administartive unit
of a 'Sima1, there were several subordinate - Amaranayakas
who were under the control of superior AmaranaySka. Thus
two inscription from the reign of Krishnadevaraya record
that one Yaramanayudu held Gandikota Sima as
Amaranayankara and with in this sima there were two other
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